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When World War Il began in 1939, the United
tates was unprepared for conflict. The Army
Air Force, with about 1600 planes in 1938, ranked
seventh in the world in military aircraft. There
was also a scarcity of pilots and pilot instructors.
All Army pilot instruction took place at Randolph
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Field (San Antonio, Texas) and the base could
train only 500 pilots a year.

One man who realized that the U.S. was
unprepared for war was General Henry (Hap)
Arnold. In early 1939 he contacted a group of
eight World War | pilots and non-military flyers

























