[T T s =M M s puien ULuiS Wi Aouse notel, Barow about 1912. It was located at the northwest corner of Wilson
Avenue and Davidson Street. In 1972 the Bartow City Hall was constructed on the site. This city building was later sold to the county

and now houses the County Property Appraiser.

Early pioneer families, moving through the scrub lands of
Florida to settle in more desirable locations, traveled in horse-
drawn open wagons, in covered wagons, by horseback, and
by train. Whatever the conveyance, space for personal and
household goods was limited.

Pioneers brought trunks filled with linens, clothes, and
carefully packed family keepsakes; boxes of kitchen utensils;
bags of staples; a few tools; and several pieces of furniture,

~tisually including a rocking chair.

Provision for creature comforts was necessarily limited.
~asic needs had to be met, and pioneers knew that satisfying
physical needs took priority.

But, establishing a home, making a living, and bearing and
rearing children took their toll on the family's patience and
endurance, and, while hardworking pioneer families devised

as best they could their own therapeutic answers to personal
problems, professional mental health services were neither avail-
able nor would have they been affordable to frontier settlers.

However, pioneers were unknowingly ingenious - they used
rocking chairs! And therein lay the bounteous source of
pioneer therapy.

Now, a rocking chair seems simple enough. Made of wood
in those days, oftentimes of a mixture of whatever wood that
was at hand, a rocking chair became plainly functional or took
on the creative design of the builder. The chair was required
to serve two basic purposes: to rock to and fro and to conform
comfortably to the body. These were easily recognizable. But,
a third and unseen factor was built in, along with the rungs
and rockers ~ the capability of this piece of furniture to make
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